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ABSTRACT: 
	This paper is meant to provide the necessary information for a proper alimentation of daydreaming for the ones that had an alternative aspiration and failed to reach it. I dared to present the most fortunate cases of becoming a doctor, a lawyer, a fashion designer or choosing an acting or engineering career. 
	The purpose of this article is to prove the fact that an Economics Bachelor Degree doesn’t automatically come with a Billion dollar fortune and also, choosing a career in Medicine, doesn’t necessarily mean that you will end up impoverished. Essential should be the passion for your work and finances will grow on you naturally. Fewer people in today’s world have the courage to follow the career they most desire and this is a downturn for our economy because it drastically decreases its general yield.
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1. Introduction

	It is said that the highest aim of the 21st century business is to fully know your customer. We are taught that at almost every discipline, in the Business Administration course. Another living proof of redundancy is SWOT analysis, but this doesn’t have any relevance to our subject. My question, as a student, is: Does the company, in this case the Business School, know, in a thorough way, its customer? How much can a Business School penetrate the minds of students without discovering disturbing facts? Such as: What is the percent of students for whom Business was the first choice? How many of its students go to Business School because their sole purpose was to work in a bank, or as an accountant? I believe the company would be pretty disappointed. Just like a wise wealthy old man that realizes that his beautiful young wife didn’t marry him just because she admired his vast amount of knowledge. Apparently money is one of the main reasons most of the Business School’s students study here. They got a grip of how society works and how money represents the blood that flows through its vessels and decided that they will make up their mind later in life when choosing their career. A Business School is basically the college that hosts the largest amount of undecided students. But what about the ones that had a calling and followed it in studying engineering, medicine, music and so on? 	This research paper is meant to answer the question “What if I hadn’t chosen Business Administration?”. It will do that  by displaying the most famous and successful cases of alternative careers that lead to generating profits of Billions of dollars. Engineers, doctors, musicians that followed a dream and turned it into gold by becoming the wealthiest people in the world.

2. The engineer

	The unwritten rivalry between Engineers and Economists probably has its time origins close to invention of the wheel. People that study in these particular fields are usually antagonistic creatures  that mostly agree to disagree. There was one man that managed to combine them, the God of all the Economists…is an engineer. His fortune is estimated in 2010 at $53.5 Billion. The wealthiest person in the world, according to Forbes magazine has a degree in engineering. Carlos Slim is a Mexican with Lebanese origins. He earned his money by owning stocks and being in the Board of Directors in Altria (former Philip Morris), Alcatel, Telmex and America Movil. He also acquired a large amount of stock in Apple Computers( about 3%) just before its share price skyrocketed when introducing the iMac line. He recently announced his intention to buy Honda Formula One team. Speak about impulse buying. “His biggest loser was his stake in the New York Times, down 21%. His best-performing foreign holding was department-store chain Saks, up 64%, according to Bloomberg.Of course, it helps to have Slim’s overwhelming power and market share in Mexico, which is hard to replicate in many other countries.Yet his investing gains in 2010 may hold a lesson for the U.S. rich: that they really need to increase their investment exposure to markets abroad.”(Forbes Magazine, 2010)

	In second place, the man that every single one of Hefner’s bunnies secretly wants to marry, Henry Gates III, simply known as Bill Gates. The most accessible Billionaire constantly exposes himself to the public because he represents the image of Microsoft. With an estimated fortune, in 2010, of $53.0 Billion, Bill Gates proudly represents the American Dream, dropping out of Harvard and starting its own business, the classical entrepreneur should have been an engineer. At the moment he owns only 8 percent of its used-to-be small business, and still remains the largest individual shareholder. He is a chairman at Microsoft and a CEO for Cascade Investments which owns stocks in well-known companies such as Coca-Cola(20%-stake), Four Seasons Hotels and Resorts - 42.5 percent and Televisa. It is said that more than half of his fortune is held in assets through Cascade Investments. Harvard decided to give him an honorary degree in 2007 when he held a speech at the commencement ceremony. When it comes to investing, Bill Gates may be a harsh judge but the billionaire has recently shown a soft side.         ” Selling charity raffle tickets is hard; coaxing tycoons to pledge half their fortunes to philanthropy is near impossible. Apparently no one told Gates. This year the Microsoft mogul, futurist and America's richest person strong-armed (with help from henchman Warren Buffett) 40 of the world's wealthiest to sign his "Giving Pledge," promising to donate the majority of their wealth to charity during their lifetimes. No longer the planet's richest person, but that's because he's given nearly $30 billion philanthropically. World's most influential charity tackles AIDS, tuberculosis, polio and funds famine-resistant crops to fight hunger. “(Forbes Magazine, 2010)


3. The Sportsman

	Targeting the male audience with this matter, sports are the last Mohican when it comes to showing off their muscles. There were times when testosterone wasn’t trapped by so many laws and regulations. Men could have started and ended a fight without being questioned by public authorities. Fencing in the 16th century, open weapon confrontations in the 19th century’s Wild West, the only public display of stamina and strength of the 21st century are sports. Fotbal, basketball, soccer, boxing are the most popular sports of our times. What about golf? It may not be a surprise but the richest sportsmen in the world, holding the front-page of any tabloid in the US is Tiger Woods. With an estimated net fortune of $500million, the golf player is the first sportsman predicted to become a Billionaire. Hopefully his divorce reported at $110 million won’t be that much of a drawback. Woods still keeps one top ranking with his spot as the world’s highest-paid athlete. Woods made $1.3 million in prize money this year which ranks 81st among all players around the world. Yet his income from appearances, golf course design and sponsors like EA Sports, Gillette, Nike and Upper Deck should hit $80 million in 2010.  (Badenhausen, 2011). Woods launched his design business in 2006 and the Dubai course was his first project. The real estate development was to include 100 villas, 75 mansions, 22 palaces, a 360,000-square-foot hotel, a golf academy and luxury shops. The project was a potential grand slam for Woods as his fee was expected to be $20 million plus a percentage of real estate sales. Now it looks finished. (Badenhausen, 2011 )  People don’t know if they should blame his failure on the scandals or on the recession. Either way, financing has become tight, and construction had to be halted. 

	The moment is etched clearly in the mind. Argentina versus England in the World Cup, Sapporo, Japan, June 7, 2002. An unremarkable first half was winding down when Michael Owen was fouled in the penalty area. Instantly, you knew this was no normal penalty. At stake was not merely England's fortunes in the tournament--they desperately needed a win--but the career of their captain, their creative force and unarguably their biggest star; possibly, at that moment, the game's biggest star. Other men might have quailed at the task. Not David Beckham. Up he stepped, placed the ball on the spot, did his customary shuffle and knocked the ball past Pablo Cavallero. Then he turned to his left and had his moment of catharsis: Clenched fists, primal scream. All around, in the press box, grown men--self included--whose job demanded neutrality and objectivity, did the same; Japanese, Koreans, even the ever-correct English. Amid all the emotion, one thought was clear: This could only happen with Beckham. (Jayaditya, 2010)
	The richest football player with an estimated fortune of 250 million, after signing a contract with Los Angeles Galaxy, is David Beckham. Having a former Spice Girl as his wife and 3 Louis Vuitton kids, he represents a brand and cheats the classical way of earning profits as a sportsman by occasionally posing for Calvin Klein and Armani lingerie. 

4. The Doctor

	The trend when it comes to rich doctors is usually represented by plastic surgeons, but doctor 90210 has to “remodel” a big bunch of young ladies to top Thomas Frist. Forbes estimates his fortune at a value of $3.6bilion placing him on the 85th position in its famous top 400. Considering the fast pace of development of  the BRIC countries was it just a charitable gesture to invest $120 million to start construction on a hospital in Cixi, China, 100 miles south of Shanghai with the Chinese government as a minority partner?

 

5. The Fashion Designer

	The famous 71 year old fashion designer which isn’t even close to retirement. That is because he is to busy making business all around the world. Recently lent Armani moniker to perfume, baby clothing, home decor, $10,000 Prive Borgo watches and hotels in construction in the Middle East. Giorgio Armani plans to open 20 new AX Armani Exchange stores in China by 2011. Also on the agenda: stores in Japan and Central and South America. His estimated fortune, $4.1 Billion. 

	Born into a Russian immigrant family that eventually moved to the Bronx, young Ralph Lauren worked during the day in department stores. He dropped out of Business School to design ties for Beau Brummel. In 1967 he started Polo Ralph Lauren with a $50,000 loan. Afterwards, he built its reputation dressing people who fancy a classic cut. Recently, he bought back licensing rights from Reebok to design luxury footwear also, he became exclusive apparel sponsor for the U.S. Open through 2008. Owns a ranch in Colorado, and an island retreat in Jamaica. (Daniel Pan, 2006)


6. The lawyer

	Joe Jamail has an estimated fortune of $1.5Billion and is the wealthiest practicing attorney. One of the wealthiest lawyers in America, he is frequently referred to as the King of Torts. In 1985, Jamail represented Pennzoil in a lawsuit against Texaco. Pennzoil won the case and his contingency fee was $335 million. Jamail has given large donations to The University of Texas at Austin. The football field at Darrell K. Royal-Texas Memorial Stadium is named Joe Jamail Field in his honor, and so is the Joseph D. Jamail, Jr. Pavilion at The University of Texas School of Law. 

7. The actor/producer

	Since these two fields often overlap in generating profits of millions of dollars, holding the cup in this league is Mr. Mel Gibson, scoring an estimated fortune of over $850million, expected to become a Billionaire by 2011. One of his profitable moves was producing and directing the blockbuster "The Passion of the Christ". When he is not producing Billion dollar movies he fights with alcoholism and accusations of homophobia, misogyny and anti-Semitism. 

8. Conclusions

	To sum up, any work field has its winners and wealth isn’t always the biggest prize. A BA degree won’t guarantee you that your business will flourish unless you invest some passion in it. Bill Gates is just an example of the many men that developed their brilliant ideas into successful companies. Basically, your Economics degree provides you the necessary background in order to survive in this large Casino which also goes by the name of Global Economy. It’s up to you to find your calling and follow your dream in order to succeed!  
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