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We all know that honor bespeaks worth, honor being the reward of virtue (according to 

Cicero), presupposing to live with Honor by being what we pretend to be (according to 

Socrates). Honoring people who really deserve to be honored is a great task. European Retail 

Academy and his leader Prof. Dr. Bernd Hallier assumed yearly this great task, within a process 

of profound reflection. 

 

It is well-known that the European Retail Academy (ERA: http://www.european-retail-

academy.org/ ) is appointing each year one outstanding Professor for the Hall of Fame of ERA. 

According to the recent announcement made by ERA, the distinguished Léon F. Wegnez is the 

2015 “Man of the Year”.  

http://www.european-retail-academy.org/
http://www.european-retail-academy.org/


Allow us to remember the distinguished personalities who have been honored by ERA in 

the last four years: Romano Prodi, Klaus Toepfer, Robert Aumann, and Mikhail Fedorov. 

 

    

The highly-respected “Diplomatic Gazette” (at present “La Vie Diplomatique”, as the 

new official publication of the Diplomatic Club of Belgium), Brussels, No. 77, August 2013 

provided an elaborate description (pp. 26-28) of a memorable Doctor Honoris Causa award 

ceremony that took place on February 15, 2013, at “Château Sainte-Anne”, Brussels, the 

headquarters of Diplomatic Club of Belgium. On this very special occasion, the honorable Léon 

F. Wegnez, Administrator Secretary General of the Diplomatic Club of Belgium, and Secretary 

General, International Association of the Distributive Trade, A.I.D.A. Brussels, was awarded the 

title of Doctor Honoris Causa of the prestigious National School of Political Science and Public 

Administration (SNSPA), Bucharest, Romania.  

 

Professor Léon F. Wegnez  (also General Manager of the Royal Belgian Committee for 

Distribution, Member of France’s Academy of Commercial Sciences, Co-Founder of the 



Diplomatique Gazette, General Manager of the International Association of Urbanism& 

Commerce, Administrator & Director of the Association for Prevention & Safety) is a well-

known personality with a vision and commitment, knowing what to do with the time and having 

the power to give his life a meaning, with a real vocation for spreading knowledge about the 

distributive trade, pledging for the right decisions, the right choices and the progress of business 

life, through a better understanding of consumer value and consumer journey leading to 

successful marketing. Léon F. Wegnez understood, for example, the nature and role of 

diplomacy (as an intellectual activity based on the on-going processing and analysis of 

information) in meeting the demands posed by globalization and adapting to the new 

requirements and challenges, highlighting the importance of the relationship between imparting 

knowledge (which can be applied to decision-making) and developing skills so as to transpose 

the list of obstacles to diplomatic communication. He constantly pledged for networking and 

team-working in building a collaborative environment leading to the creation of adequate 

knowledge, by understanding the political context which frames diplomacy (including economic 

diplomacy, cultural diplomacy, public diplomacy, digital diplomacy and so on) into a 

competitive context, by sharing values, by respecting and valuing differences, by engaging and 

educating. It is also worth to mention that Professor Léon F. Wegnez is one of the Speakers of 

SANABUNA International Congress. 

 

By courtesy of Professor Léon F. Wegnez we present below the article “Léon F. Wegnez, 

Personnalité de l’Année 2015de la European Retail Academy” published in the prestigious 

“Distribution d’aujourd’hui” (55ème année, Octobre-Novembre-Décembre 2014, Bruxelles). 



 


